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Unconsciously we fill in the gaps and perceive complete fig-
ures. We are likely also to establish groupings or patterns in a
uniform series of items. Sounds, for instance, are heard in twos,
threes, or fours. This grouping tendency, as Wertheimer showed,
is helped by proximity, similarity, or other cues.

In the figure above we see five pairs of parallel lines. In the
figure below, however, we are likely to see four boxes in the mid-
dle. The short horizontal lines give this effect:

In the following figure we probably see a diamond formed by
the small crosses, and a large cross formed by the circles:
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Gestalt psychologists demonstrate clearly that each of our per-
ceptions is a unique pattern of relationships, a unitary experience
with qualities and properties of its own. It is a whole greater than
the sum of its parts; it can not be broken up and analyzed without
altering the nature of the experience. These principles are tihe
Gestaltists' greatest contribution to psychology.